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SUBJECT: LOS: REPLY FROM ARGENTINIAN FOREIGN MINISTER TO 
SECRETARY'S LETTER OF AUGUST 27 

1 . THERE FOLLOWS TEXT OF MESSAGE TO THE SECRETARY FROM 
THE ARGENTINIAN FOREIGN MINISTER IN RESPONSE TO THE 
SECRETARY'S MESSAGE OF AUGUST 27. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
DELIVERED BY THE ARGENTINE EMBASSY ON SEPTEMBER 1, 1976. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. MR. SECRETARY: IT IS WITH GREAT PLEASURE 
THAT I REFER TO YOU SECOND NOTE ON THE NEGOTIATIONS ON THE 
LAW OF THE SEA WHICH IS PRESENTLY TAKING PLACE AT THE 
UNITED NATIONS. I AM PLEASED WITH THE INTEREST YOU 

HAVE SHOWN ON THIS SUBJECT WHICH PROVES YOUR GENUINE 
CONCERN IN OBTAINING AN END RESULT THAT WOULD CONTEMPLATE 
THE VARIOUS INTERESTS OF THE PARTICIPATING NATIONS TO INSURE 
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MAINTAIN INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SAFETY. 

3. THE AGREEMENT OBTAINED IN THE MIDST OF THE CONFERENCE 
ON SUBIECTS SUCH AS TRANSIT THROUGH STRAITS, TERRITORIAL 
SEA AND THE RIGHTS OF COASTAL STATES OVER THE RESOURCES OF 
THE ECONOMIC ZONE, WHICH YOU RIGHTLY REFER TO AS VITAL, IS 
LOOKED UPON WITH SATISFACTION BY OUR COUNTRY AND WE TRUST 
THAT IN THE PRESENT PHASE OF THE CONFERENCE THE 
RESPECTIVE REGIMES WILL BE DEFINITELY CONSOLIDATED. 

4. AS TO THE ISSUES ON WHICH NO SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS HAS 
BEEN MADE, I WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT THAT ON MOST OF THEM 
THERE ARE SOLID CONTACT POINTS BETWEEN THE POSITION 
TAKEN BY YOUR GOVERNMENT AND THAT OF MINE WHICH MIGHT BE 
LOOKED INTO TO REACH A JOINT ACTION IN SEARCH OF A COMMON 
OBJECTIVE THAT COULD PROCURE THE SUPPORT OF A GREAT 
MAJORITY. 

5. I AM SPECIALLY AWARE OF A COINCIDENCE IN OPINION THAT 
THE ACCESS OF ALL NATIONS TO THE RESOURCES OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL SEABED AREA SHOULD BE EQUITABLE, IN REFERENCE TO 
THE PRINCIPLES OF RESOLUTION 2749 (XXV) OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, THAT HAS ESTABLISHED THESE RESOURCES AS COMMON 
HERITAGE OF MANKIND. LIKEWISE, IN WHAT REFERS TO THE 
REGIME ON THE ECONOMIC ZONE AND THE CONTINENTAL SHELF AND 
ITS DELIMITATIONS, OUR TWO COUNTRIES HAVE ON MANY 
OCCASIONS AGREED ON THE MAIN ASPECTS AND WILL KNOW 

HOW TO WORK TOWARDS REAFFIRMING THE POINTS WE HAVE IN 
COMMON AND TRY TO BRING CLOSER TOGETHER THE ONES ON 
WHICH WE DIFFER. THIS WOULD ALSO BE TRUE FOR THE SCIEN- 
TIFIC RESEARCH AND MARINE POLLUTION. 

6. AS TO THE TOPICS ON WHICH OUR INTERESTS DO NOT 
COMPLETELY COINCIDE, I WOULD LIKE TO REITERATE OUR FIRM 
INTENTION OF CLOSELY WORKING WITH THE DELEGATIONS WHICH, 
LIKE OUR COUNTRY, HAVE DEMONSTRATED THEIR DEDICA- 
TION TO SECURE THE SUCCESS OF THE CONFERENCE, OUR DELE- 
GATION HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO ACT KEEPING ALWAYS IN MIND 
AS A PRIORITYTHISOBJECTIVE, ACTING WITH THE GREATEST 
FLEXIBILITY THAT THE SAFEGUARD OF OUR INTERESTS, ALLOWS US. 
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7. I AM SURE THAT THE CONTACTS THAT YOU WILL HOLD AT THE 
CONFERENCE ON THE 1ST OF SEPTEMBER WILL CONTRIBUTE TO 
DISSIPATE THE PESSIMISM THAT SOME OBSERVERS HAVE ON THE 
NEGOTIATIONS. I HAVE WISHED TO ANSWER YOUR LETTER 
IMMEDIATELY, SO THAT YOU WOULD BE AWARE BEFORE YOUR 
ARRIVAL TO NEW YORK OF OUR MOST FAVORABLE DISPOSITION 
TOWARDS AN EXCHANGE OF IDEAS THAT MIGHT RESULT FRUITFUL. 
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THEREFORE I HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO CONSIDER THE DETAILS ON 
EACH SUBJECT YOU MENTION IN YOUR NOTE. 

8. ACCEPT, MR. SECRETARY. THE RENEWED ASSURANCES OF MY 
HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. REAR ADMIRAL CESAR AUGUSTO GUZZETTI 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS AND WORSHIP OF THE ARGENTINE 
REPUBLIC. END TEXT. KISSINGER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW OF THE SEA, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 SEP 1976 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE221451 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: WNEWLIN 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760338-1246 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9760981 /aaaacrok.tel 

Line Count: 122 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 9 MAY 2004 by woolflhd>; APPROVED <1 5 SEP 2004 by coburnhb 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LOS: REPLY FROM ARGENTINIAN FOREIGN MINISTER TO SECRETARY'S LETTER OF AUGUST 27 
TAGS: PLOS, PSDC, AR, US, LOS 
To: USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



